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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 215.9 

as required, and advice and assistance 
on matters within their spheres of re-
sponsibility, to the DoD Executive 
Agent and to the Secretaries of the 
military departments and to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in the discharge of their 
responsibilities. 

(f) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Public Affairs) is responsible for 
all DoD public affairs matters related 
to civil disturbances. To assure effi-
ciency and responsiveness in keeping 
the public fully informed, he will: 

(1) Provide direction and guidance to 
the DoD Executive Agent on all aspects 
of public release of information relat-
ing to civil disturbances. 

(2) Assign Public Affairs representa-
tives, of appropriate rank, to the Direc-
torate of Military Support during civil 
disturbance operations. 

(3) Designate as required onsite DoD 
Public Affairs Chiefs who will furnish 
appropriate advice and guidance to 
task force commanders and, upon re-
quest or by direction of appropriate au-
thorities, to other representatives of 
the Federal Government. The onsite 
Public Affairs Chief is responsible for 
releasing all military information to 
the public in the affected area(s). He 
will be responsible for such other pub-
lic affairs functions as directed by 
competent authority. In the event of a 
disagreement concerning the releasing 
of military information to the public 
between a task force commander and 
the onsite Public Affairs Chief, the 
issue will be resolved by the ASD(PA) 
who will coordinate with the DoD Ex-
ecutive Agent to the extent feasible. 

§ 215.7 Command relationships. 
(a) In the event of civil disturbances 

within the CONUS: 
(1) Military resources of the unified 

or specified commands will be trans-
ferred by the JCS to their respective 
military departments, when directed 
by the DoD Executive Agent. (Such re-
sources will revert to the unified or 
specified commands when directed by 
the DoD Executive Agent.) 

(2) The DoD Executive Agent is dele-
gated the authority to exercise, 
through the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 
the direction of those forces assigned 
or committed to him by the military 
departments. 

(b) In the event of civil disturbances 
outside of CONUS, the DoD Executive 
Agent is delegated the authority to ex-
ercise the direction of those forces as-
signed or committed to the com-
manders of unified or specified com-
mands through the Chief of Staff, U.S. 
Army, and Task Force Commanders 
designated by JCS. 

(c) At objective areas, designated 
task force commanders will exercise 
operational control over all military 
forces assigned for employment in the 
event of civil disturbances. 

§ 215.8 Organization and administra-
tion. 

(a) A DoD Civil Disturbance Steering 
Committee will be established to pro-
vide advice and assistance to the DoD 
Executive Agent concerning civil dis-
turbance matters. The Committee 
Chairman will be the Under Secretary 
of the Army. Members will include: 

Deputy Attorney General of the United 
States. 

Assistant Secretaries of Defense (Comp-
troller) and (Public Affairs). 

General Counsel of the DoD. 
Under Secretaries of the Navy and Air Force. 
Vice Chiefs of Staff of the Army and Air 

Force. 
Vice Chief of Naval Operations and Assistant 

Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
Representative of the JCS. 

(b) A Directorate of Military Support 
(DOM’s) will be established by the DoD 
Executive Agent with a joint service 
staff under the Chief of Staff, U.S. 
Army. The Department of the Army 
will provide the Director and the De-
partment of the Air Force will provide 
the Deputy Director. The DOMs will 
plan, coordinate, and direct civil dis-
turbance operations. 

§ 215.9 Providing military resources to 
civil authorities. 

This section provides general guid-
ance for the handling of requests for 
DoD facilities, personnel, equipment, 
or supplies, received from officials of 
the 50 States, District of Columbia, 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, U.S. 
possessions and territories, or any po-
litical subdivision thereof, for use in 
connection with civil disturbances. 

(a) Loan policy. Civil authorities, Na-
tional Guard, and Federal agencies will 
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